








 

TO REMEMBER: 
 
 
Course Description: 
Architectural Theory: Examines contemporary architectural theory, criticism, 
and practice through the presentation and study of significant texts and built form. 
 
 

This course is a study in depth requiring focused inquiry into topical areas of architectural theory, criticism and 

practice, leading to a more complex perspective of the discipline of architecture. Extensive review of videos, books, 

articles, published academic papers and conference proceedings are used to ground this exploration. Specific active 

learning assignments are given to enable students to internalize understandings and develop abilities for organizing 

this complexity in service to the process of design. This capstone graduate experience is tied to both student’s 

concentration areas and design studio. It is designed to complement the creative project in Arch 602 and 

will therefore allow the student to celebrate the full range of skills, knowledge and attitudes acquired in their 

graduate studies of architecture while encouraging creative inquiry, critical analysis, and broad synthesis. 

 
One of the outstanding parts of the course is a writing component that requires the students to reflect on the value of 

contrasting theory and practice in the field not only through analyzing crucial texts and built work of the present and 

recent past (= contemporary) but also through the students’ interpretations of their own work in studio. 

 

      In this course students are required to create a blog:  

- What is a blog? Why a blog? What to blog? 

- Editing information: what is important? Why is important? What is less important?  What it is not 

important at all. 

- A blog representing a personal website/webpage which records each student’s interpretations as well as 

links chosen to fuel the process of thinking on a regular basis throughout the semester.  

- The blog must allow the interaction with other professionals –national or international, as well as the 

communication and feedback with the general public.  

- A blog-roll displayed in the students’ personal web page lists references and papers each student submits 

for the class.  

- This blog also must be considered an extension of each student’s personal portfolio; able to be visited by 

any reader (academic/professional). 

- The blog must show essentially the thoughts and interpretations (theoretical views) behind the projects 

students develop in their studio classes or practical approaches outside the classroom. 

-  



The main assignment for the semester (final submission drafted and evaluated throughout the class) is composed by 

a written + physical “architectural manifesto” based/extracted/elaborated on the topical discussions occurred in class 

as well as the conceptualization that students could developed in their thesis/studio projects as well as in other 

classes. Both pieces –the writing and physical components of the manifesto, could complement each other but 

essentially they both communicate how the student interprets and looks at/analyze architecture. 

 

A series of dynamic assignments created for the class allows students to elaborate clear and precise synthesis of their 

own points of view as well as of those of the selected architectural thinkers reviewed throughout the semester.  

Calling for intellectual curiosity, intelligent perseverance, ability to questioning, and self-discipline the course 

develops different types of explorations focusing on meanings, similarities, and contrasts within the current 

theoretical approaches and notions of “contemporary” and “modern,” as well as on how those approaches become 

influential to the creation of new hypotheses and/or interpretations of architecture, and the architect’s role and 

responsibilities in today’s society. 

 

As students elaborate the process for the manifesto during the whole semester they are required to produce a series 

of physical and digital diagrams and models analyzing what are the questions they ask but also the ones they do not 

ask as well as how they can be represented in more than one dimension (in writing, in models, etcetera). Also, the 

blog encourages students to explore a totally different type of communication as the blog does represent a more 

graphic expression while the piece of writing developed in the course –a manifesto, intends to be more focused on a 

more academic manner the blog asks for a contrastive mode of communication where the texts is treated as it were a 

drawing or an image. 

 

Participation in class discussions is mandatory as well as the level of intellectual curiosity that each student brings to 

those class discussions. The class does not take this point as a passive topic [“the magic formula”] but as the 

absolutely opposed angle of observation: students bring an important part of the discussion and in that scenario they 

by themselves must continuously work on improving their capacity of examination, comprehension, analysis and 

synthesis as part of their academic and professional work (theory and practice).  

 

As an example and among others central theoretical and practical work examined in the course are the diverse, 

socio-political positions of architects –professionals and academics, such as the Chilean Alejandro Aravena –

Pritzker Prize 2016, and the work done with Elemental playing a significant role of emphasizing the need of a 

deeper disciplinal attention to new models of communities; declarations like “Architecture is a Verb” as Rafael 

Iglesia would state considering the discipline a tool capable to be a qualifier in the contemporary world, as well as 

texts like “Less-More” by Rafael Gomez Moriana –architect, writer, and photographer interested in mass- and pop-

cultural aspects of architecture, or the views and vicissitudes that the Office of Metropolitan Architecture led by 

Rem Koolhaas expresses in its published and/or built architecture-work. 



 

In this class cultural diversity and social equity are discussed in some way in every session. As an example, at the 

beginning of the semester, and based on the presentation of different contemporary-events students are asked to 

discuss and question in class the precise context and framework for those (national or international) events. From 

that point students would analyze the type of implications –if any, regarding the world of architecture. This type of 

initial conversations openly brings to the table of discussion the meaning of “language,” “function,” 

“responsibilities,” “ethics,” in the design-discipline as well as it referrals in particular the one that relates to the 

“architect” and his/her role in society at distinct scales of observations.  

	  












